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MOTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. 

                          

THE TIGER NEWS 
VOLUME 12  NUMBER 1  JANUARY 31,2013       

              President’s  
                     Message 
    H  Happy New                     

Year 
 

          If you have made a New 
Year’s resolution I hope you will 
keep it. We are trying to keep our 
promise to you on posting issues 
of the Newsletter as noted in the 
last newsletter.  I think we will 
keep our promise.       
 
It is with sadness that we share 
some information on the death of 
Mr. Ridout. 
Other articles will feature alumnus 
Albert Nash, Class of 1959. 
Albert spent twenty-eight years 
in the United States Air Force and 
was a part of a special mission 
while serving his country. He has 
submitted a copy of the Story of 
883, which is reprinted from the 
AIRMAN Magazine in 1970. The 
Basketball Classic, our Financial 
Report and the Membership 
Roster will also be included. The 
Membership list will include only 
individuals who have paid dues for 

2013 as of now. Your names will 
be added in the next issue as we 
receive them. Mail dues to: 
Moton High School Alumni 
Association, P. O. Box 152, Royal 
Oak,Maryland 21662. 
 
 We are in the process of 
identifying a person from each 
class to join us for our monthly 
meetings. This will be another 
source for you to contact for 
information.  We encourage all 
members and friends of this 
association to pay dues each year 
so that you will have access to 
the newsletter either through the 
website or by US mail. 
 
 As long as we have some  
members working we plan to 
continue to keep our high school, 
an active and viable association 
for years to come.  
  
Let’s continue to keep our school 
spirit alive. 

 
Gladys H. Giddens, 

President 
Class of 1960 
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Death of Dr. Daniel L. Ridout, Jr. 

 
The family of Dr. Daniel L. Ridout had 
a Memorial Service on Saturday, 
January 26, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. at St. 
Augustine Episcopal Church in 
Newport News, Virginia. 
 
The family requested in lieu of flowers 
that donations be forwarded to The 
“Cab Callaway School Fund” Cab 
Callaway School of Performing Arts 
P.O Box 4642,Wilmington, Delaware 
19807 in honor of Dr. Daniel Ridout, 
Jr. or to the Sylvia Olden Lee Musical 
Guild in honor of Dr. Daniel L. Ridout, 
Jr. in care of Dr. Daniel Ridout,III 
P.O.Box499, Nassawadox, Va. 23413-
0499 
Cab Callaway School of performing 
Arts has a music center dedicated to 
Dan Jr. and the Sylvia Olden Lee 
Musical Guild is a Guild Dan Jr. 
assisted in giving birth amongst his 
many accomplishments. 
 
The Interment is expected to be held 
at Grace Memorial Cemetery in New 
Castle, DE. 
The second Memorial Service will be 
held at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, 719 N. Shipley, Wilmington, 
DE. The date to be determined. 
 
We will keep you posted with the date 
of the second Memorial Service. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  

 
ALBERT NASH 
Class of 1959 

 
Albert Nash graduated from Moton High 
School in June 1959. Two weeks after 
graduation he enlisted in the United States 
Air Force. Albert started his Air Force career 
as a multi mechanic working on the B-52 
bombers. Later in his military career he 
attended flight-engineering school. After 
completing flight engineer school he was 
assigned to a C-141 cargo transport 
squadron at McGuire AFB, NJ as a flight 
engineer. His assigned duties were to pre-
flight the aircraft before flight, Inflight duties 
were to monitor all of the Aircraft system, 
which included: the electrical, Hydraulic, 
pressurization and fuel systems and 
monitored engine operation.  

 
He attained the crew position of flight 
examiner and was responsible for all the 
squadron flight engineers performance. This 
was accomplished by evaluating the 
performance of each flight engineer yearly. 
There were a total of seventy-eight flight 
engineers assigned to the squadron. It was 
his responsibility to ensure the flight 
evaluations were completed in a timely 
manner. 
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( Albert Nash) continued 
Albert served in Vietnam from November 
1969 to November 1970. During this time he 
flew combat missions as a flight engineer on 
the AC-119k Gunship. We flew combat 
missions along the Ho Chin Mien trail in Laos 
Southeast Asia. Our job was to destroy 
enemy trucks traveling along the trail 
carrying supplies for the enemy. During my 
tour of duty my crew and I destroyed over 
150 enemy trucks. On one   mission we 
received major damage to our aircraft from 
anti-craft fire. I received The Distinguished 
Flying Cross, 11 air medals plus numerous 
other medals during my Air Force career. I    
retired from the Air  
Force in July 1987 after 28 years of 
honorable service. 
After retiring from the Air Force I was hired 
by Hughes Aircraft Co. as a flight simulator 
instructor for the C-141 flight simulator. We 
trained aircrews how to handle in flight 
emergencies. The C-141 simulator was 
closed after the C-141 aircraft was phased 
out of the Air Force inventory and was no 
longer being flown. This ended my thirteen-
year career as a flight simulator instructor. 
 
In 2007 the treasury department in the state 
of New Jersey hired me.  I reviewed personal 
returns for errors and approved property tax 
refunds. He retired from New Jersey State 
Department of Treasury in October after 
seven years of service. This ended a fifty-
year working career. Albert is now happily 
retired. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Basketball Classic 
 
The Basketball Classic held on Friday, 
November 23, 2012 was a great success. 
David Chase, Vice President and Chair of 
this event was very pleased with the results 
of the evening.  
 
We began this evening with a game for 
students at Easton Middle School. Many of 
the parents came out with their children. The 
evening ended with a game between the Old 
Moton Tigers and the Shore All Stars. 
 
The scores for the evening were: 
GAME I 
Panther #1 – 25 
Panther #2 – 28 
 
GAME II  
Salisbury High – 37 
Maces Lane -     87 
 
GAME III 
Wicomico Women – 66 
Talbot Women – 65 
 
GAME IV 
Old Moton Tigers – 64 
Shore All Stars -     80 
 
David wants to thank everyone for supporting 
the classic  and recognize each basketball 
player for the team. They are: Bobby Blake, 
Albert Brooks, David Chase, Francis 
Feagins,   George Jenkins and Jerry 
Newman.   
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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The Business Report 
MOTON HIGH SCHOOL 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
This report reflects a  

financial report for: 

      October 31,  2012 – December 31, 2012 

The beginning balance as of Nov. 31, 2012 was  

$ 643.76.. 

Receipts for 11--30-12 – 12-31-12 is    

$ 2347.00. 

The total revenue realized during the period is   

$ 2990.76. 

The total disbursements during that period are  

$ 719.04 

The ending balance as of December 31, 2012 is  

$  2171.72 

Treasurer’s reports are available upon request. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
EVENTS PLANNED 

FOR 

2013 

• FISH OR PIGFEET DINNER 

JUNE 7, 2013 
 ANERICAN LEGION 

 

• BASKETBALL CLASSIC 
     November 29, 2013 

Easton High School 
5:00 p.m. 

 

• OLE MOTON DANCE 
              November 30, 2013 

 Easton Fire Hall 
                 Beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
 

 
Story The of 883 

Reprinted from AIRMAN 
Magazine, 1970 

Submitted by Albert Nash 
 
It began as a routine mission; 

but before the night was over 

people would learn of the 
incredible flight, the flight that 

became… 

 
There was no doubt that the men 
of 883 were an experienced crew. 
If they hadn’t been, there’s no 
telling what might have happened 
when there… but before getting  
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( The Story 883) continued 
to that part of the story, we 
should tell it from the beginning. 
 
It is May 6.1970, an AC-119, an 
Air Force gunship, tail number 
883, sits outside waiting for its 
crew, waiting for tonight’s 
mission- an armed reconnaissance 
mission over one of the most 
heavily defended road sections in 
Southeast Asia. In one of the 
briefing rooms, a group of men 
are gathering around in that 
special closeness that only an air-
combat crew knows so well. 
Captains Alan D, Milacek, pilot; 
Brent C. O’Brien, copilot; Roger E. 
Clancey, navigator; James A. 
Russell and Ronald C. Jones, 
sensor operators; flight engineer 
TSgt. Albert A. Nash, illuminator 
operator SSgt. Adolpho Lopez, 
Jr.; aerial gunner A1C Donnell H. 
Cofer, and crewmembers SSgt 
Ronald R. Wilson and Sgt Kenneth 
E. Firestone. The crewmen didn’t 
know that the mission they were 
about to fly, their 100th together;  
was going to be just a little bit 
different from the rest. 
 
Weather, targets, coordinates, 
rescue procedures. A normal 
briefing. Soon, the engines are 
warming up, taxi is underway, and 
883 and crew are airborne. 
 
For a while all is “routine”. The 
crew has already discovered two 

trucks when sensor operators 
Russell and Jones spot three 
more trucks on the road below. 
Pilot Milacek begins maneuvering 
the aircraft, placing it in a firing 
orbit. The crew is alert, each man 
at his post. Ready for action, 
Suddenly, everything changes, 
the equilibrium of the night, such 
as it is, is gone. All at once the 
odds have turned against the 
crew of 883. Burst of antiaircraft 
fire begin cracking and 883 is 
now engaged in the classic air 
battle.Co-pilot O’Brien clears two 
F-4s are called in as 883 
maneuvers through the deadly 
circle of fire, Seconds and 
minutes they remain on target. 
After 17 minutes of the deadly 
duel, guns firing away at the 
trucks below, 37 mm rounds 
whizzing by 883 from the 
positions below, the crew feels 
that a “tenuous balance” might 
best describe the situation. One 
more truck has been hit and the 
fire from it lights the area. 
 
Suddenly at exactly 1 a.m., 
everything changes and makes 
the previous few minutes seem as 
though they had been spent in 
Disneyland. “The whole cargo 
compartments lit up and I felt the 
aircraft go into a right bank dive”. 
Recalls Airman Cofer, aerial 
gunner. No one knows exactly 
where they had been hit, the 
gunners didn’t answer right away.   
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( The Story of 883) continued 
All they knew that the nice 
steady left bank that 883 had 
been flying had been violently 
wrenched into a violent right bank 
dive. Milacek called out, “ 
Mayday, Mayday, Mayday, we’re 
going in.” He gave instructions 
for jettisoning the flare launcher 
to the Illumination Operator, 
Sergeant Lopez, and told the 
crew to prepare for an immediate 
bailout. If they were going to go 
in, they had picked a mighty bad 
spot to do it. 
 
Things became a bit more 
complicated for the pilot. The 
plane was coming down fast, 
having already lost about 1000 
feet in altitude, while the crew 
struggled with the worsening 
problem. Milacek and O’Brien put 
in everything they had to try to 
pull out of that dive. Finally, with 
full left rudder and full left 
aileron, along with maximum 
power on the two right engines, 
they regained “stabilized flight”. 
They pulled out of the dive. It 
wasn’t the easiest thing in the 
world to do. Navigator Clancy 
said later, “ When you go on 
these missions, you brief for 
rescue procedures, where to head 
for and so forth. But this plane 
was going where it wanted! On 
top of that there was an 
additional problem. With the right 
engines at full power; they began 

to glow, providing an easier 
target for gunners below. That 
wasn’t all the crew had to worry 
about. After a quick evaluation, 
they discovered that they were 
headed away from their home 
base. Even worse, there was a 
range of mountains between 
them and home base, and they 
were too low to go over in their 
present condition. But let’s take 
one problem at a time. 
 
There wasn’t much they could do 
about their existence as a bright 
target in the sky, of course. They 
had to remain in a stable flying 
altitude. But Milacek, with 
guidance from the navigator, 
Clancy edged 883 around to the 
correct heading. Slowly, slowly 
like a trickle of sand in an hour 
glass, 883 strained around until 
she was pointed in the right 
direction. Now there were the 
mountains to overfly. The entire 
crew began throwing out 
everything they could to lighten 
the load. Adrenalin working at full 
bore, like the engines on the right 
wing, Sergeants Wilson and 
Firestone found that they could 
rather easily throw out the cans 
of ammunition with only one 
hand. It was working. The aircraft 
began a slow climb to get over 
the mountain. Once over the 
peaks, Milacek began a slow 
descent. Sergeant Nash 
recomputed the expected dry- 
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(The Story of 883) 
continued 
tank time and discovered that the 
fuel consumption had been 
reduced considerably. For the 
first time they had been hit, the 
crew could think realistically of 
landing the stricken bird instead 
of bailing out. It looked like the 
emergency might be ending. 
 
Approaching the landing area, 
Milacek carefully performed a 
controllability check on 883. He 
found, after some 
experimentation that, at reduced 
speeds and with gear extended, 
control could be maintained with 
almost full left rudder and aileron. 
Since flap damage couldn’t be 
assessed, he decided to do a no-
flap approach at 150 knots, 
somewhat faster than the usual 
landing technique. Down they 
came, each crewmember 
wondering what the dark night 
held for them as they came closer 
to touchdown. The first bump, 
then wheel roll, then finally, taxi 
up. They had made it. They were 
down, after their 80-minute 
ordeal. It was over; and no one 
was hurt. Perhaps, though, no 
one was more relieved than 
Milacek, who was heard over the 
intercom, saying as they went 
onto the taxiway at the end of 
the runway: “Thank you, Lord, 
thank you.” 
 

It wasn’t  until the crew got out 
of the aircraft that they saw for 
themselves, for the first time just 
what damage had been done. 
One-third of the right wing had 
been shot away and one aileron 
along with it. Technically, the 
aircraft was almost unflyable. 
 
A year later, the crew of 883 was 
together again, this time to 
receive the coveted Mackay 
Trophy for the most Meritorious 
Flight of the Year. The citation  
reads, in part: 
Working as a team and displaying 
the highest degree of airmanship 
and courage in the face of 
extreme danger, they managed to 
successfully return to their home 
base, thereby saving a valuable 
aircraft. The exceptional 
distinctive of Captain Milacek and 
his crew reflect great credit upon 
themselves and the United States 
Air Force. 
 
Stories are submitted based on the authors 
recollection and verification of events and 
equipment of many years ago. If you detect 
an area of the story that needs to be 
corrected please contact the Webmaster. 
When doing so it will be helpful if you have 
personal information supporting documents 
to justify making the correction.  
 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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       OLE MOTON DANCE 

Featuring Eddie J. Disco 

Saturday, November 24, 2012 

Easton Fire Hall 

 
This activity was poorly attended. 
However, we did not go in a hole. We did 
make enough to cover expenses but we 
could have made a great profit  if many 
more of you had attended. 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

M E M B E R S H I P  D U E S  
We would like to thank each individual 
who paid membership dues in 2012. 
We are currently receiving 
membership dues for the current year.   

Please let us know if your name was 
omitted.  

 Dues are $12.00 per member and 
$6.00 for associate members.   

All are encouraged to become a 
member. As of January 30, 2013 the 
following individuals have paid dues 
for 2013:   

 
ALUMNI MEMBERS 

2013 
 Ethel Ball 
 Normagene P.  Bennett 
Donald Brooks 
 Dr. Harriet A. Brown 
 Paul W. Brown, Jr. 
 Virginia Burford 

  Diane  Brown Caldwell 
 Daniel Camper 
Evelyn Benson Dyson 
 Elinor  Caldwell Ford 
 Gladys H. Giddens 
Lillian Hall 
Roberta Herbert 
 Alice Ruth Holliday 
 Lawrence A. Holliday 
 Vastine Holliday 
 Carroll Hynson 
Albert Nash 
 Dorothy Palmer 
 Robert Palmer 
 Serug Phoenix 
Delores Pinder 
 Lillian G. Terrell 
  Joanne H. Tolson 
Edzel Turner 
 Hilbert Turner 
Gladys A. Williams 
 Bertha Wilson 
 Herbert R.  Wilson 
 Rev .Paul  Wilson 
 Quentin Wilson 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
    ASSOCIATE   
   MEMBERS    

                    2013 
 

Clairdean Black 
Lillian Turner 
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